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ST.   PIERRE-MIQUELON. 

By  Consul  Samuel  Hamilton  Wiley. 

The  year  191G  was  marked  in  St.  Pierre-Miquelon  by  a  rapid  com- 
mercial and  industrial  decline.  The  economic  activity  and  import- 
ance of  this  colony  has  been  steadily  decreasing  since  1889.  Since 
the  beginning  of  the  war  in  Europe,  this  decline  has  been  accelerated. 

The  colony  of  St.  Pierre-lNIiquelon  owes  its  existence  and  commer- 
cial importance  to  its  shore  cod  fisheries  and  to  its  proximity  to  the 
Bank  cod  fisheries.  There  was  formerly  a  fleet  of  several  hundred 
fishing  vessels  fitted  out  in  St.  Pierre  to  engage  in  the  Bank  fisheries. 
In  addition  to  this  fleet,  St.  Pierre  was  the  base  of  the  large  fleet  of 
fishing  vessels  that  came  out  from  France  to  engage  in  the  fisheries. 

The  commercial  decline  of  the  colony  had  its  origin  in  the  New^- 
foundland  Bait  Act,  which  went  into  effect  in  1889.  This  act  pro- 
hibited the  sale  of  bait  by  Newfoundland  fishermen  to  the  fishermen 
of  foreign  nations.  Prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  vessels  from  New- 
foundland brought  herring,  needed  as  bait  by  the  St.  Pierre  fishermen, 
to  St.  Pierre,  and  bought  supplies  for  their  vessels  in  St.  Pierre.  The 
decline  begun  by  the  enforcement  of  this  act,  has  been  furthered  by 
the  fact  that  the  French  fishing  vessels,  which  formerly  fitted  out  in 
St.  Pierre,  have  found  it  cheaper  to  fit  out  in  P^ ranee.  Many  of  these 
A'essels  now  proceed  direct  to  the  fishing  Banks,  fish  for  the  season 
there  and  return  to  France  without  calling  at  St.  Pierre.  In  addi- 
tion, the  shortage  of  men  has,  for  the  time  being,  practically  put  an 
end  to  the  St.  Pierre  Bank  fleet. 
Fishing  Chief  Industry. 

The  fishing  season  of  1916  opened  about  the  middle  of  April  and 
closed  about  the  end  of  October.  The  fishing  fleet  using  St.  Pierre  as 
a  base  is  divided  into  three  gi'oups;  the  St.  Pierre  fleet,  consisting  of 
vessels  fitted  out  in  St.  Pierre  for  the  Bank  fishing,  the  Metropolitan 
fleet,  consisting  of  vessels  fitted  out  in  France,  which  fish  on  the 
JBanks,  and  some  of  which  come  into  St.  Pierre  for  bait  and  to  dis- 
charge their  cargoes  of  fish  for  transshipment  to  France,  and  the 
shore  fisliermen  or  "  small  fishers,"  who  fish  near  the  coast  from 
dories.  The  shore  fishermen  go  out  in  the  day  to  fish  and  return  to 
the  shore  at  night. 

On  acount  of  lack  of  men,  but  one  schooner  was  fitted  out  in  St. 
Pierre  for  the  Bank  fishing  during  1916.  This  was  one  of  about  85 
tons  gross,  manned  by  19  men.  This  schooner  had  an  excellent  season. 
The  catch  amounted  to  3,280  quintals  of  "green  cod"  (1  (luintal  of 
"green    cod  "=55    kilos,    or    121.25    pounds,    total    catcli=393,700 
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pounds)..  The  average  catch  for  a  schooner  of  this  type  is  about  2,000 
quintals.  The  average  price  received  for  "green  Bank  cod"  during 
191G  was  41  francs  per  quintal,  or  $24,903  for  the  catch  at  the  ex- 
change rate  of  5.40  francs  to  the  American  doHar. 

It  is  impossible  to  obtain  at  St.  Pierre  exact  data  regarding  the 
number  of  vessels  or  amount  of  the  catch  of  the  Metropolitan  fleet. 
Man,y  of  the  vessels  of  this  contingency  do  not  call  at  St.  Pierre  dur- 
ing the  fishing  season.  According  to  the  most  reliable  information 
obtainable  the  Metropolitan  fleet  of  1916  consisted  of  72  schooners, 
manned  by  2,160  men.  The  catch  is  estimated  at  an  average  of  3,566 
quintals  of  "  green  cod  "  per  schooner.  This  estimate  is  based  upon 
the  catches  of  such  vessels  of  the  Metropolitan  fleet  as  discharged 
their  fish  at  St.  Pierre  for  transshipment  to  France. 

There  were  no  French  steam  trawlers  on  the  Banks  during  the 
season  of  1916,  as  all  were  requisitioned  by  the  French  Government 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  The  absence  of  the  traAvlers  has  lessened 
greatly  the  amount  of  the  catch  of  the  French  fishing  fleet.  There 
were  in  former  years  as  many  as  40  of  these  trawlers  on  the  Banks. 

Shore  Fishing  Good. 

The  shore  fishery  season  of  1916  was  an  exceptionally  good  one. 
The  catch,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  men  and  boats  engaged, 
was  better  than  in  many  years.  Practically  all  the  shore  fishermen 
have  equipped  their  dories  with  gasoline  engines,  increasing  greatlj"" 
the  radius  of  their  operations  and  allowing  them  a  longer  fishing  da}". 

There  were  255  dories,  manned  by  454  men,  engaged  in  the  shore 
fishery  during  the  season  of  1916.  The  catch  amounted  to  43,771 
quintals  of  "green  cod"  (5,307,233  pounds).  The  fish  caught  in  the 
near-shore  fishing  grounds  are  smaller  than  those  taken  on  the  Banks ; 
the  i^rice  received  for  them  is  therefore  less.  The  average  price  re- 
ceived bv  the  shore  fishermen  for  "  green  shore  cod  "  during  1916  was 
28.86  francs  per  quintal,  or  $233,931  for  the  catch. 

Industries  Dependent  on  Fisheries. 

The  minor  industries  dependent  almost  entirely  upon  the  fisheries 
are  two  marine  raihvays,  three  sailmakers'  establishments,  two  black- 
smith shops,  and  a  small  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  copper 
paints  and  oil  clothing.  The  activities  of  these  industries  suffered  a 
considerable  curtailment  during  1916  as  a  result  of  the  decrease  of 
the  fishing  industry. 

A  small  electric-lighting  plant  and  two  cable  stations  complete  the 
list  of  industries  in  the  colony.  These  last  have  been  affected  but 
little  by  the  general  commercial  decline,  the  electric  plant  furnishing 
onl}^  light,  not  power.  A  fox  farm,  started  a  feAv  years  ago  as  an 
experiment,  was  brought  to  an  abrupt  termination  during  1916  by 
the  escape  of  the  foxes. 

Foreign  Trade  of  the  Colony. 

The  value  of  the  foreian  trade  of  St.  Pierre-Miquelon  during  1916 
was  $1,269,902,  as  compared  with  $2,218,099  in  1915,  a  decrease  of 
$948,179.  Imports  during  1916  were  valued  at  $692,760,  as  against 
$496,749  in  1915,  an  increase  of  $196,011,  while  exports  decreased  bv 
$l,154,208,having  amounted  to  $567,142,  as  compared  with  $1,721,350 
in  the  preceding  year. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  imports  and  exports  by 
countries  for  1915  and  1916: 


Countries. 

Imports  from. 

Exports  to. 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

$4,355 
232,057 
150,498 
4,008 
11,290 
14,430 
17,316 
62,795 

$33, 619 
336, 182 
140, 185 
11,169 
27, 743 
31,430 
1,287 
141, 145 

$5, 653 

1,609,547 

74, 745 

31,405 

$30  845 

442, 300 

76  809 

17  188 

1  'ort  ugal  

Total 

496, 749 

692,760 

1,721,350 

567,142 

The  United  States  rose  from  third  to  second  place  in  the  list  of 
countries  selling*  to  this  colony.  France  dropped  to  third  place  in 
1916  from  first  place  in  1914.  The  falling  off  in  imports  from  France 
is  due  to  lack  of  shipping  facilities  and  an  increase  in  the  price  of 
many  articles  formerly  bought  from  there. 

Articles  Imported. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  and  their  values  during 
1915  and  1916 : 


Articles. 


Animals,  live 

Arms  and  ammunition . . . 

Biscuits 

Hoots  and  shoos  (leather). 

Butter 

( 'heniical  products 

('oal: 

Anthracite 

Soft 

Cocoa  and  chocolate 

Coffee 

Corn,  grain 

(,'orn  meal 

<  "ordage 

Kggs 

l-"ish  and  fish  products 

Flour 

Fruits 

Flay  and  fodder 

Lard 

Lumber 


1915 


S21, 693 
857 
4, 735 
14, 931 
17, 101 
4, 599 

5,679 
48,983 
3, 662 
1,450 
1,286 
1,485 


2,817 
4.648 
25',  102 
2,220 
2,623 
5,703 
5,807 


1916 


$16, 022 

3,388 

7,232 

32,  731 

27,171 

8,521 

6,084 

37, 226 

4,976 

4,454 

3,876 

3,587 

4,833 

2,291 

21,476 

32, 260 

7,763 

4, 950 

8,781 

23,411 


Articles. 


Machines  and  machinery 

Meats: 

Fresh 

Preserved  (salt  and  tinned). 
Oil: 

Linseed 

Mineral 

Paints 

Paper  and  paper  products 

Rubber  footwear,  clothing 

Salt 

Soap 

Sugar 

Tea 

Textiles 

Tobacco  and  products 

Vegetables 

Wines  and  spirits 

All  other  articles 


1915 


$8,  719 

4,413 
8,625 

1,379 

9,487 

2,343 

2,443 

9,946 

36,  802 

2,474 

7,462 

2,520 

19, 691 

29, 196 

10, 099 

53, 241 

112,728 


Total I  496,749 


$12, 518 

15, 451 
20, 904 

1,067 
16, 491 

8,255 

8,736 
21,317 
33,384 
11,503 
22, 776 

5,840 
62, 167 
37, 615 
17, 288 
57, 701 
78, 714 


692, 760 


The  following  table  shows  the  principal  articles  imported  into 
St.  Pierre-Miquelon  during  1916  from  Canada,  France,  and  the 
United  States: 


Articles. 


Canada. 


Animals,  live $13,445 

Boots  and  shoes 22,036 

Butter 17,873 

Coal 37,226 

Fish  and  products 5, 873 

Flour '  26, 590 

Lumber 16,483 

Machinery 6,341 

Meats: 

Fresh I    15,451 

Preserved 1    10,081 


France. 


$4, 976 


2,802 


41 

"2,664 


United 
States. 


$4, 681 
244 
6,084 
5,408 
5,670 
48 
6,037 


8, 818 


Articles. 


Oil,  mineral 

Rubber,  footwear,  etc 

Sugar 

Textiles 

Tobacco  and  products 

V^egetal>les 

Wines  and  spirits .... 
All  other  articles , 

Total 


Canada. 


$8,032 
11, 854 

4,636 
23, 156 
10, 379 
15, 852 

6,541 
83, 973 


France. 


336, 182 


$1,457 
27, 372 
10,073 
455 
35,842 
55, 163 


United 
States. 


$8, 458 

9,463 

16, 682  • 

12, 638 

11,217 

857 

7,177 

37, 663 


140,185,     141,145 
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Opening  for  American  Wares. 

The  increase  in  value  of  American  goods  purcliased  by  this  colony 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war  should  continue  during  the  war.  The 
lack  of  shipping  facilities  between  St.  Pierre  and  France  is  forcing 
merchants  to  seek  new  markets  for  practically  all  articles  formerly 
purchased  from  the  mother  country. 

Canada,  with  the  advantage  of  adjacent  ports,  established  steam- 
ship connection,  and  long-established  trade  relations  with  this  colony, 
is  the  chief  competitor  of  the  United  States  in  this  district.  There 
are  certain  important  lines,  such  as  live  stock,  fresh  meats,  soft  coal 
(supplied  from  the  near-by  Cape  Breton  mines),  dairy  and  poultry 
products,  and  to  some  extent  fresh  vegetables  and  fruits,  in  which 
the  advantages  of  geographical  location  and  established  shipping- 
facilities  render  successful  competition  practically  impossible.  A 
number  of  manufactured  articles  imported  into  this  district  from 
Canada  are  the  product  of  American  companies  having  branch  fac- 
tories in  Canada. 

American  trade  may  be  easily  extended  in  many  lines  in  this  dis- 
trict. The  most  important  lines  are  textiles,  especially  cotton 
cloths,  cheap  shirts,  hosiery,  cheap  ready-made  woolen  clothing  and 
knit  goods,  boots  and  shoes  of  leather  and  rubber,  food  supplies  of 
all  kinds,  especially  staple  articles  of  food  such  as  flour,  meal,  etc., 
and  preserved  and  tinned  foods  of  all  kinds,  wines  and  spirits, 
especially  table  wines,  soap,  tobacco  and  tobacco  products,  especially 
chewing  and  smoking  tobacco  of  the  cheaper  grades,  and  mineral 
oils,  kerosene,  and  gasoline. 

As  onh^  a  small  proportion  of  the  goods  imported  here  is  bought 
direct  b}^  merchants,  the  most  logical  course  to  follow  in  the  extension 
of  American  trade  would  be  the  sale  of  goods  through  export  com- 
mission houses  in  the  United  States  having  branches  here,  or  through 
commission  houses  in  Halifax  or  North  Sydney,  Nova  Scotia. 

It  should  be  noted  that  orders  from  merchants  direct  will,  in  most 
cases,  be  small.  Firms  must  be  prepared  to  give  as  particular  at- 
tention to  these  small  orders  as  to  large  ones.  Any  lack  of  attention 
on  the  part  of  individual  American  firms  will  reflect  unfavorably  on 
American  commercial  methods  in  general. 

The  sentiment  toward  American  goods  is  very  favorable  in  this  dis- 
trict. The  market,  due  to  smallness  of  the  population,  lack  of  indus- 
tries, and  low  purchasing  power  of  inhabitants,  is  limited,  however. 

Exports  from  the  Colony. 
The  following  table 
durino-  1916 : 


ierre-Miquelon 


Fish  and  fish  products 

Salt,  foreign  origin,  reexported 

other  foreign  goods  reexported 

Total 


567, 142 


There  were  no  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1916 
and  only  $350  worth  during  1915.  The  declared  exports  during  1915 
consisted  of  1,103  gallons  of  codliver  oil. 
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